Bruce L. Johnson
September 24, 2019

Bruce Loren Johnson, 66, was born in Louisville, KY, where his father was
attending Southern Baptist Theological Seminary. As his parents served in
their ministries, Bruce spent his early years in various localities in Nelson
County, Shenandoah and Staunton. In 1967, the family returned home to
Tidewater. Bruce was very proud of how he had “helped” his Granddaddy
Collier to transform the family’s pink cinderblock beach house in Respass
Beach into a beautiful brick rancher. In 1971, Bruce graduated from Frederick
Military Academy in Portsmouth, and then went on to attend Virginia Tech. On
October 15, 1972, a chance encounter through mutual friends brought Bruce
to meet a fellow Hokie from Charlottesville: Donna Spicer. A connection was
immediately felt by each of them, and they were married on September 14,
1974 at First Baptist Church in Charlottesville. They recently celebrated their
45th anniversary.

Bruce completed his education at Tech in 1978, having received a Bachelor of
Science in Nuclear Science and a Master of Science in Nuclear Engineering.
He began his professional career at Exxon Nuclear in Richland, WA. In 1980,
Bruce & Donna moved to Hixson, TN for his work with TVA in Chattanooga. In
1984, they moved to Columbia, SC for his position at South Carolina Electric
& Gas. Both of their daughters are Palmetto gals, Loren Elizabeth born in
1985 and Andrea Brooke born in 1988.



In 1998, Bruce brought his family home to Respass Beach. He and Donna
once again remodeled the same beach cottage/rancher to put their personal
touch on the family home. He retired in 2018 from Newport News
Shipbuilding, concluding a career focused on design and maintenance of
nuclear reactor fuel cores. Bruce served in many capacities while a member
of Westhaven Baptist Church in Portsmouth: deacon, youth ministry, VBS, and
music ministry. He served as a representative for Respass Beach on the
Former Nansemond Ordinance Depot (FNOD) Restoration Advisory Board.
He was a member of the Portsmouth Amateur Radio Club, proudly continuing
in his father’s tradition as K4ZMM. Bruce remained a proud and loyal Hokie.

Bruce was preceded in death by his father, Andrew Boydston Johnson, Jr. He
is survived by his wife, Donna Spicer Johnson, two daughters, Loren Johnson
and Andrea Villareal, two granddaughters, Virginia Villarreal and Magnolia
Villarreal. He is also survived by his mother, Clarice Collier Johnson, two
sisters, Karen Johnson and Cheryl Randolph, a brother James Lowell
Johnson and wife, Hazel. Many aunts, uncles, nieces, nephews, cousins and
in-laws also survive him.

The family will receive friends in the funeral home Saturday from 12:30 pm to
1 pm. A celebration of his life will be held at 1 pm with Dr. Dan Koger
officiating.



Previous Events
Visitation

SEP 28. 12:30 PM - 1:00 PM (ET)

Loving Funeral Home Churchland Chapel
3225 Academy Ave.

Portsmouth, VA 23703

(757) 484-3373

Celebration of Life

SEP 28. 1:00 PM (ET)

Loving Funeral Home Churchland Chapel
3225 Academy Ave.

Portsmouth, VA 23703

(757) 484-3373



Tribute Wall

I am so sorry to hear of Uncle Bruce’s passing. Bruce was such a
sweet man. Even tempered, funny, and a loving father and
husband. I'm so sorry | could not make it to the service, | have to be
out of town next week for work, and it was just too much to do in
less than a week. (=) I'm heartbroken for Bruce’s immediate family,
his loss will be greatly felt. Hugs to you all.

Love, Sherri and Kayla Turner
Sherri Turner - September 29, 2019 at 01:58 PM
The FNOD RAB Project Team purchased the Tre

asured Lilies Spray for the family of Bruce L.
Johnson.

The FNOD RAB Project Team - September 27, 2019 at 02:09
PM

Emerald Garden Basket was purchased for the
family of Bruce L. Johnson.

September 27, 2019 at 08:55 AM


https://www.lovingfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4323&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.lovingfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4323&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.lovingfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4323&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.lovingfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1479&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.lovingfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1479&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

We were so fortunate to live beside the Johnson family in Columbia,
SC. | remember when the girls were born. One day Bruce brought a
wet diaper over per Donna’s request just to make sure everything
looked normal. Also, Bruce took up time with our kids. Surprisingly,
one day Kenneth knew how to count by 5s, thanks to Bruce!

Yvonne Henkes - September 26, 2019 at 01:00 PM

Emerald Garden Basket was purchased for the
family of Bruce L. Johnson.

September 26, 2019 at 12:51 PM


https://www.lovingfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1479&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.lovingfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1479&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

