
John Griffin
June 22, 1940 - June 29, 2012

Bluefield, WV- John Griffin went to be with the Lord on July 29, 2012. Born
June 22, 1940, in Raleigh, NC, he was the only child of the late John Davis
Griffin, Sr. and Vivian Parker Griffin Sheffield. He was also preceded in death
by his stepfather, Earl Sheffield. 

 

John grew up in Portsmouth, VA, graduating from Wilson High School where
he met high school sweetheart, Patricia Anne Tribble. He then attended Old
Dominion University studying engineering. 

 

His happy 52-year marriage to Pat was blessed by a son, John D. Griffin, III,
who lives with his wife Wanda in Chesapeake, VA; and a daughter, Lisa Griffin
Pease of Virginia Beach, VA, and Kenneth Pease, Sr. of Chesapeake, VA. His
family includes grandchildren Kenneth E. Pease, Jr., Elizabeth Morrison,
Laura Griffin, Emili Griffin Delahunty and four great-grandchildren.. 

 

John worked for Fines Men Shop for 13 years and was manager of Fines Men
Shop in Virginia Beach, VA. In 1973, he joined Norfolk & Western Railway,
working in the paint shop. In the merger to form Norfolk Southern, the family
moved to Chattanooga, TN. Working in the Bridge and Building Department,
John was transferred to Bluefield, WV, in 1991, and served as project
supervisor until retirement in l995. He served as member and chairman of the
City of Bluefield's Board of Zoning Appeals for many years. 



John and Pat have sung in church choirs since 1973. They joined
Westminster Presbyterian Church in 2001. Deeply committed to missions,
John went on 5 mission trips to Uganda and one to Nicaragua. He served as a
ruling elder in the church for many years; and as Chairman of the World
Outreach Committee which oversees all mission endeavors. Warm and kind,
John often waved aside the right hand of fellowship to give a bear hug. 

 

For the past decade, John and Pat have managed the food pantry of the
Bluefield Union Mission, stocking food, packing up more than 500 bags of
groceries a month, serving untold meals, and assuring that families in need
were given supplies and hope. 

 

A man of deeply ingrained values and work ethics, John was a skilled
woodworker who began carving and presenting others with wooden crosses
when he first went on the mission field. Bay- and surf-fishing, boating and
hunting, enjoying the wild dunes of Hatteras, NC, and the purple mountain
majesty of his home were his greatest pleasures. 

 

The family requests that instead of flowers, contributions be made in his honor
to the Food Pantry of the Bluefield Union Mission or the mission fund of
Westminster Presbyterian Church. They also wish to commend the Bluefield
Rescue Squad. 

 

A graveside service will be held at 12 noon on Saturday at Olive Branch
Cemetery. The family will receive friends in Loving Funeral Home, Churchland
Chapel from 11:00-11:30 prior to the service.
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August 03, 2012 at 12:00 AM

dave we share your pain and sorrow as a love one leaves us,we all
meet in a better place.just think of all the fun times,and memories
you shared with your dad. i am sorry that i couldn't be there
saturday,i will ask god to keep you and yours in his prayers
Lawrence & Linda Ison##imported-begin##lawrence Ison
Jr.##imported-end##

August 03, 2012 at 12:00 AM

Melody and I just wanted to know we share your sorrow even
though we were not well acquainted with John. I only met John once
or twice but he was very personable, however I do remember your
conveyance of what a good father and friend he was to you. I know
you will miss John very much and it is with deepest sympathy that
we also share in your loss. 
 
May peace be with you; 
Danny and Melody##imported-begin##Danny & Melody
Kee##imported-end##
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August 02, 2012 at 12:00 AM

What wonderful memories flood our minds and hearts as we recall
the times we shared with John and Pat at Thalia Lynn. John was
always ready to help with any task and gave his talents withour
reserve in the Lord's work. Their home was warm, and the door was
always open. The Adult Choir looked forward each year to their
Open House Party after the Christmas music each year. Our hearts
are heavy for Pat, but we know the heavenly choir has a great new
member. We love you, Pat, Lisa and John.##imported-begin##Bob
and Holly Crute##imported-end##


