William B. Trafton

November 14, 2018

William Bassett Trafton, 96, passed away at home Wednesday, November
14th in the presence of his loving family. Bill was a resident of Port Norfolk
where he spent his boyhood years exploring and sailing the waters of the
Elizabeth River and where he resided in his family home his entire life. He
was the son of the late Robert Talbot Trafton and Mary Eaver Trafton and the
widower of Mary Ferguson (Kaye) Trafton. He was also predeceased by his
older brother Robert Thomas Trafton.

Bill was a member of Broad Street United Methodist Church where he served
as chairman of the ushers for over 30 years. He was a member the 1940
graduating class of Woodrow Wilson High School, attended Virginia Tech and
Georgia Tech and was a graduate of the U. S. Coast Guard Maritime Officers
School at Fort Trumbull, Conn. and the Norfolk Naval Shipyard Apprentice
School. Bill saw service in the Atlantic, Pacific and Middle East war zones
during World War Il where he served as an Engineering Officer on various
Liberty Ships. He retired from Norfolk Naval Shipyard as a General Foreman
Inside Machinist after 40 years of service. He was a member of Moose Lodge
898, Southwark Hunt Club, The Walter Gardner Coffee Club, Portsmouth Area
Civil War Roundtable, Sons of Confederate Veterans, NARF and the
American Legion.

He is survived by his two daughters Linda T. Summerhill, Donna T. James and



husband John H. James; two grandsons Jon Christian James and wife Ashley,
William Ryan James and wife Kharah; seven great grandchildren Caroline,
Christian, Ava, Tyler, Lauren, Taylor and Sadie and a host of family and
friends.

A special thanks to Felicia and Marsha of Maryview Bon Secours Hospice.
Memorial donations may be made to Bon Secours Hampton Roads
Foundations (Maryview), P.O. Box 55012, Norfolk, Va. 23505 or the charity of
your choice.

Friends are invited to the funeral home to pay their respects to Mr. Trafton on
Sunday from 12 noon to 3pm and on Monday from 10am to 4pm. The family
will not be present during these times. All services will be private.
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To Linda, Donna and the Trafton family. | have known Bill all my life
as the Traftons and Baughams grew up together in Port Norfolk. My
dad,P.C.Baugham and Bill were life-long friends, and my mom,
Peggy Baugham and Kay were close friends, and of course | grew
up with Linda and Donna. There are so many memories going back
So many years. The last few years | always looked forward to Bill's
annual Christmas card to let me know how his was doing but |
regret the rest of us lost touch over the years. | am unable to attend
the viewing but want to extend my sympathy to the family and tell
you | am positive Bill will have a great time catching up with all the
ones who have gone before him.We will probably here laughter
coming from heaven any time now. Love to you all, Wanda
Baugham

Wanda Baugham Males - November 19, 2018 at 03:47 PM

LOTS of great memories, but | remember when | got out of the Air
Force in 1967 and started working in the NNSY | was riding to work
with Uncle Billy. He had an OLD World War Two jeep still in original
condition. That first winter riding with him because of the original
"heater”, | froze to death many days because the heater didn't start
to heat until we got to work ! So Uncle Billy - - rest in peace and tell
everyone "up there" Hello for me ! - - - Drewry Duncan

Julian Drew Duncan - November 16, 2018 at 03:49 PM



